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Overview 



Pharmacists have been providing immunisation services to 
Australians since 2014 – expanding scope of practice. 

The National Immunisation Program Vaccinations in Pharmacy 
(NIPVIP) supports pharmacies in administering NIP vaccines
(2024)

Some states are piloting expanded roles for community 
pharmacists, including administering a wider range of vaccines 
including some travel vaccines.

Vaccinations administered by pharmacists are recorded on the 
AIR, which helps track immunisation coverage

Authorisation of pharmacist immunisers varies by jurisdiction

Pharmacists are authorised to administer RSV vaccines to 
eligible patients

﹣ Maternal RSV vaccine (Abrysvo) to pregnant women

﹣ Arexvy vaccine to eligible adults.

Pharmacist led vaccinations

https://www.psa.org.au/state-vaccination-regulations/
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National Immunisation Program (NIP)

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/immunisation-schedule-victoria-and-vaccine-eligibility-criteria



RSV prevention products and eligibility

Older adults
A single dose of RSV vaccine (Arexvy® or Abrysvo®) is recommended by ATAGI and available privately for
• people aged 75 years and over
• First Nations people aged 60 years and over
• Adults aged 60 years and over with conditions that increase their risk of severe RSV disease.

No brand preference, both can be given at any time of the year

The TGA has recently extended the approval of the RSV vaccine Arexvy to people aged 50 – 59 years and over 
with medical conditions that increase their risk of severe RSV disease

National RSV Mother & Infant Protection Program (RSV-MIPP)

The RSV-MIPP, commenced on 3 February 2025, providing pregnant women (28 to 36 weeks) with free 
access to the maternal RSV vaccine (Abrysvo®) under the National Immunisation Program (NIP).

States and territories are funding a complimentary infant RSV immunisation program with RSV specific long-
acting monoclonal antibodies Beyfortus (nirsevimab) to protect infants most at risk from severe RSV 
disease, predominantly for infants who have not already received a maternal vaccine.

There are currently no RSV vaccines available for infants for active immunisation in Australia or 
internationally.

Nirsevimab is not administered at community pharmacies

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-products-program-advice-for-health-professionals?language=en

(State and territory nirsevimab (Beyfortus) infant 
program summary 2025)

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-conditions-associated-with-increased-risk-of-severe-rsv-disease-in-adults
https://ncirs.org.au/media/1218
https://ncirs.org.au/media/1218


• Influenza vaccine, at any time during pregnancy

• Pertussis-containing vaccine (dTpa — reduced antigen diphtheria-tetanus-acellular pertussis), 

between mid 2nd trimester and early 3rd trimester of each pregnancy  (ideally at 20 and 32 weeks 

gestation) 

• COVID - 19 - Not routinely recommended in previously vaccinated women but can be considered on 

an individual basis. Unvaccinated women are recommended to receive COVID-19 vaccine. Vaccine 

can be given at any stage of pregnancy.

• Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) The maternal RSV vaccine (Abrysvo®) is free under the National 

Immunisation Program (NIP) for women from 28 weeks gestation to protect their baby from birth 

through 6 months of age.

Abrysvo® is the only RSV vaccine approved for use in pregnant women. Arexvy® should not be given to 

pregnant women.

All live-attenuated vaccines are contraindicated during pregnancy

Maternal vaccination 

https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program
https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program


In some states, pharmacists are authorised to administer certain travel vaccines to eligible individuals which may also be an 
opportunity for collaboration with other health care providers. 

Scenarios

• GP prescribes vaccine for travel – i.e Hepatitis A and dispensed by pharmacist. Pharmacist possibly authorised to administer –

convenience, decrease risk of cold chain - advise GP, record AIR

• Travel advice sought through pharmacist – presents an opportunity if within permitted scope (depending on travel destination) to 

check vaccination status and offer vaccination with referral back to GP/travel specialist as appropriate (recognise limitations)

Early vaccines for travel? 

The National Immunisation Program (NIP) Schedule is tailored to suit the Australian context. Depending on the timing of vaccination, 

early dose(s) may be considered as either the scheduled NIP dose or an additional dose – meaning all the remaining scheduled NIP 

doses will still be needed when the child returns to Australia. 

What about MMR?

Measles outbreaks are present across the globe with several countries currently experiencing large outbreaks. Individuals born during 
or since 1966 are advised to have evidence of two doses of measles-containing vaccine Early MMR may be recommended for infants 
as young as 6 months of age if travelling to high-risk area – discuss with GP 

https://ncirs.org.au/ncirs-fact-sheets-faqs-and-other-resources/travel-vaccination-frequently-asked-questions-faqs

Travel 
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Co-administration

Adult Vaccine Coadministration is generally considered safe 

Older adults can receive RSV vaccines at the same time as other vaccines, such as COVID-19, influenza, 
zoster and pneumococcal vaccines.
• The likelihood of local and systemic adverse events may increase with co-administration when RSV 

vaccine (Arexvy) was given at the same time as adjuvanted quadrivalent influenza vaccine/Shingrix -
risk:benefit assessment 

Pregnancy and first 8 months of infancy – busy immunisation schedule 

Co-administration with NIP vaccines permitted for both RSV products (Abrysvo and mAb)
• Important to maintain coverage for other vaccines
• Understanding safety an important part of vaccine confidence, integrating RSV products within 

schedule

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-vaccines-that-are-routinely-recommended-in-pregnancy-inactivated-vaccines
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Adolescents and adults

The deltoid muscle is the recommended site for intramuscular vaccination in adolescents and adults 

(and Children aged ≥ 12 months) 

Shoulder Injury related to vaccine administration (SIRVA)

SIRVA is a rare but serious complication following suspected inadvertent administration of a vaccine too 

high in the deltoid or into the shoulder joint. 

This may cause a local inflammatory response and potential trauma to local structures within the 

shoulder joint resulting in sudden onset shoulder pain and restricted movement.

How to prevent SIRVA

SIRVA can be prevented by following the recommended vaccination 

procedures for correct injection technique.

Recommended injection sites

https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/

https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/
https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/references/shoulder-injury-related-to-vaccine-administration/


Australian Immunisation Register (AIR)

It is mandatory for all vaccination providers to report immunisations to AIR

Vaccination encounters can be reported to the AIR by using pharmacy software if available, or the AIR website 
via PRODA via Provider Digital Access (PRODA) 

Reporting vaccines administered during pregnancy to the AIR? 

Software - updated to include the antenatal indicator. Vaccine type field and selecting ‘Antenatal’

Using the AIR site: An antenatal indicator has been added to the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) 
selecting ‘Yes’, ‘No’ or ‘Unspecified’

https://ncirs.org.au/using-australian-immunisation-register-air/air-tip-12-february-2025
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Vaccination providers can report an AEFI via the TGA website

You should also report AEFIs and Vaccine Administration Error to State and Territory contacts:

▪ ACT: ACT Health 02 6205 2300

▪ NSW: NSW Health 1300 066 055 (to connect to your local public health unit)

▪ NT: NT Health 08 8922 8044

▪ QLD: Queensland Health 07 3328 9888, or complete an AEFI initial report form on the Queensland Health website

▪ SA: SA Health 1300 232 272 (Immunisation section)

▪ TAS: TAS Health 1800 671 738, or complete an AEFI initial report form on the TAS Health website

▪ VIC: SAEFVIC 1300 882 924 or the SAEFVIC website

▪ WA: WA Department of Health website

SAEFVIC (Surveillance of Adverse Events Following Vaccination in the Community) is the vaccine safety service in 

Victoria for reporting any significant Adverse events following immunisation, including vaccine administration 

error (VAE)

Reporting Adverse Events Following Immunisation

https://aems.tga.gov.au/
http://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/service-providers/adverse-event/default.asp
https://www.health.tas.gov.au/publications/adverse-events-following-immunisation-aefi-documents
https://www.safevac.org.au/Home/Info/VIC
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Adverse-event-following-immunisation-AEFI


Vaccine administration errors

ATAGI clinical guidance on COVID-19 vaccine administration errors

Examples 

• RSV product confusion  i.e inadvertent administration of Arexvy in 
pregnancy instead of Abrysvo

• Wrong flu formulation for age i.e Fluad < 65 yr

• Paediatric v adult formulation

• Incorrect schedule for age

• Wrong vaccine

• Extra doses

• Product confusion (DTPa)

• Expired vaccines (includes dispensed vaccines)      

• Incorrect technique

ncirs.org.au/ncirs-clinical-guidance-rsv-immunisation-product-administration-errors

ATAGI statement influenza vaccines 2025

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-clinical-guidance-on-covid-19-vaccine-administration-errors?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-clinical-guidance-on-covid-19-vaccine-administration-errors?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-clinical-guidance-on-covid-19-vaccine-administration-errors?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2025?language=en


Strategies to minimise VAE

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-

diseases/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv

• Knowledge of the NIP
• Understand new program and recommendations
• Check available immunisation records/AIR record for vaccination 

history
• Screening/Pre-immunisation checklist (pregnancy) 
• Clear labelling of vaccines
• Formulations (reconstitution, diluent, pre filled syringe)
• Dispensing – correct product, e-script, expiry 
• Cold chain i.e COVID-19 
• 6 'rights' of administering medication
• Correct injection technique (SIRVA)
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Check immunisation records/patient notes/AIR record for vaccination history

Don’t rely on patient recall 

Promote benefits of vaccines appropriately, cultural sensitivity 

Screening/Pre-immunisation checklist 

Opportunistic moment to offer co-administration

Staff education, upskilling

Documentation is essential/Reporting to AIR

Employ strategies to minimise vaccine administration errors – clear labelling, fridge location, staff 

education 

Monitoring/AEFI reporting for your state/territory 

Resources for education  (i.e. posters), handouts 

Offer recall for vaccines 

Practicalities – key messages



Melbourne Vaccine Education Centre

https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/

https://education-mvec.mcri.edu.au/become-a-member/

https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/


PSA state-vaccination-regulations

Australian Immunisation handbook online 

Department of Health, Immunisation section

National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance (NCIRS)

Melbourne Vaccine Education Centre 

Sharing Knowledge About Immunisation (SKAI)

Resources 
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https://ncirs.org.au/
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https://skai.org.au/


Q & A
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